Triacylglycerol lipase in developing rat sciatic nerve.
Triacylglycerol lipase activity, with a pH optimum of 7.5, was demonstrated in cell-free homogenates of rat sciatic endoneurium. 1,2-Diacylglycerol was the major product of triacylglycerol hydrolysis. A rapid decline in lipase activity was found in rats up to 2 months of age. After this time, the decrease continued, but at a much slower rate. Such developmental changes in triacylglycerol lipase activity may, at least in part, account for the slower metabolic turnover of endoneurial triacylglycerol in adult rat sciatic nerve.